
 

 

Beecher Presbyterian Church    October 16, 2022 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
 

The Unjust Judge and the Importunate Widow 
John Everett Millais 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY 
 

For a while he refused; but later he said to himself,  
'Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone,   

yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice … '" 
Luke 18:4, 5a 



 

 

*Indicates to please rise either in body or spirit 
Bold text indicates unison response 

 

Gathering Music                         Judy Smith 
 

Welcome, Concerns & Announcements 
 

Call to Worship  

We lift up our eyes to the hills; from where will our help come? 
Our help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
In praise and with thanksgiving, we gather as one body,  
with song and with prayer. 
The Lord will keep our going out and our coming in from this 
time and forevermore. Come, let us worship God. 
 

*Hymn Blue Hymnal #403 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”          
 

Call to Confession  
 

Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God, 
in Jesus, our risen Lord, we have seen your glory. 
Yet our sinfulness often blocks out the light of Christ. 
We are quick to accuse and slow to confess. 
We find faults easily in others, while ignoring our own         
     shortcomings. 
We have squandered your gifts. 
We have turned from your ways. 
We have ignored your Word. 
Have mercy on us, compassionate God. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on our sinful lives. 
Wash us with your love and cleanse us with your grace 
that day by day we might move closer to the people you  
would us be. Amen. 
 

 
 



 

 

Assurance of Pardon  
Whoever we are, wherever we are, however we are,  
we belong to God. Through Jesus Christ, God cleanses us  
from all unrighteousness and leads us from sin. 
People of God, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

*Response #579               “Glory Be to the Father”    
                                                         

The Word is Read and Proclaimed 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
Gracious God, illumine these words by your Spirit that we  
might hear what you would have us hear and be who you  
would us be, for the sake of Jesus Christ, the Word made  
flesh. Amen. 

 

First Scripture Reading                                  Genesis 32: 22-31 
22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 
eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and 
sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob 
was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the 
man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 
socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then 
he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” 
And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have 
prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he 
said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So 
Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet 
my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 
because of his hip. 
 

Special Music                                                                                Judy Smith 
 



 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                       Luke 18: 1–8 
18 Jesus was telling them a parable about their need to pray continuously 
and not to be discouraged. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge 
who neither feared God nor respected people. 3 In that city there was a 
widow who kept coming to him, asking, ‘Give me justice in this case 
against my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused but finally said to himself, I 
don’t fear God or respect people, 5 but I will give this widow justice because 
she keeps bothering me. Otherwise, there will be no end to her coming 
here and embarrassing me.” 6 The Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust 
judge says. 7 Won’t God provide justice to his chosen people who cry out to 
him day and night? Will he be slow to help them? 8 I tell you, he will give 
them justice quickly. But when the Human One comes, will he find 
faithfulness on earth?” 
 

Response:    The Word of God is with us,  
  on our lips and in our hearts for us to observe. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

Meditation                                                                                 Robert Northcutt 
 

Response to the Word 
 

*Affirmation of Faith  (from A Brief Statement of Faith) 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and 
renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through 
faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 
neighbor, and binds us together with all believers 
in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to 
Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church 
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for 



 

 

God’s new heaven and new earth, praying,  
“Come, Lord Jesus!” 
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

*Hymn Blue Hymnal 338 “Kum Ba Yah” 
 

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Offering to God our Gifts 
 

Invitation to the Offering  
 

Offertory                                                                              Judy Smith                                 
 

*Doxology #592         
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God all Creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

Charge & Blessing             
 

*Hymn Blue Hymnal #540 “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”  
(First Verse) 

“God be with you till we meet again; 
By His counsels guide uphold you, 
With His sheep securely fold you, 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 

*Postlude                                                                                        Judy Smith                                                    
 

 
 



 

 

Beecher Life October 16, 2022 
 

Prayer for today: 
Eternal God, you remain constant through all of our striving, and patient 
with our ceaseless prayers. We seek your wisdom, yearn for your justice, 
and crave your blessing, for our own sakes and for the sake of the world. By 
the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of Christ, who prays with us. 
Amen. 
 

Upcoming Events 
Oct. 22 – Harvest Party in the Garden 10AM till 2PM  
                 Lunch will be provided! 
 

Prayer List  
Please pray for: the leaders of our nation, the churches of our presbytery, 
Jerome Roell, Dawson Foster, Beth Daughery, Mary Schulte, Paula, Janice 
Chipman,  Pete Eckerle, Ukraine, Bruce’s uncle Joe, Melissa Eckerle, Marge 
Stoll, the Menefee family, Roy Heitman, Jerry Henry, Mike & Hila Illing, 
the Stryker’s, Margie Oelker, Bob Oelker, Alicia Smith, Daphne House, Ry 
Wessels, Rick Lowes, Jackie Rhodes, the Clearinghouse, Glen Wiesmann, 
Phillip Smith, Steve Wessels, Terry Wilson, Deborah McLaughlin, Jim 
Thompson, Beecher Presbyterian Church, Jeri Smith.  
 

Hymn Story:  What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
     Joseph Scriven was a man acquainted with grief.  Born in County Down, 
Ireland, he aspired as a young man to follow in his father’s footsteps as a 
Royal Marine, but his poor health made that impossible.  Then he fell in 
love and was engaged to be married, but his fiancee drowned before their 
wedding could take place. 
To put as much distance as possible between himself and that tragedy, 
Scriven then moved to Canada.  While living there, he became engaged 
again, but his fiancee became ill and died before they could be married. 
     In his grief, Scriven determined to devote himself to a life of service.   
He was especially known for carrying a bucksaw and cutting firewood for 
people in need. 
     Scriven received word that his mother was ill.  He couldn’t afford to 



 

 

return to Ireland, so he sent his mother a poem in the hope that it would 
comfort her.  The poem began, “What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins 
and griefs to bear!  What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!”  
He later submitted a copy of his poem to a religious journal, where it was 
published.  A few years later, in 1866, he died. 
     But his poem lived on in ways that he could never have imagined.  Ira 
Sankey, a musician who worked with Dwight L. Moody, published it in a 
book of hymns, and Moody had it sung in his evangelistic meetings.  Soon 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” was one of the best-known hymns in 
America.  Missionaries took it abroad, where people sang it in many 
languages. 
     This hymn has maintained its popularity for a century and a half—
probably because a man acquainted with grief—who happened also to be 
acquainted with faith—helps us to see that faith can triumph over grief.       

 

Question for Reflection 
Luke’s parable of the widow (Luke 18:1–8) who continually came to the 
judge seeking justice encourages us not to lose heart. We are to pray and to 
be persistent in the life of faith on behalf of the justice God intends. God is 
pictured in contrast to this unjust judge who doesn’t care a bit about 
justice but does care about his own peace of mind! God, of course, has no 
peace of mind without justice. If we think of ourselves as the widow in this 
parable, then few of us have her stamina in the hard, exhausting work of 
seeking justice on behalf of the powerless. Perhaps this is the reason Jesus 
asks the closing question of the parable: “. . . when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?” Will he find faith in us—persistent, tireless 
faith seeking justice? Margit Ernst-Habib* invites us to think that the 
widow represents not only our need to pray relentlessly but also to see the 
Holy Spirit in this insistent widow. The Spirit is at work, earnestly, 
unrelentingly encouraging us to pray. What causes you to lose hope in 
your own prayer life? What might the Spirit be urging you to pray and 
work for on behalf of someone else? 
 

 
 



 

 

Thought Provoker 
Many a fellow is praying for rain 
with his tub the wrong side up. 

 

Sam Jones 
 

Evening Prayer (Psalm. 121) 

I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come?  
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  
God will not let your foot be moved;  
the One who keeps you will not slumber.  
God who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  
The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand.  
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  
The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.  
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on 
and forevermore. Amen. 
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