
 

 

Beecher Presbyterian Church       March 27, 2022 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

 

 
 
 

The Prodigal Son    
Jean Forain, ink drawing, early 20th century 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

*Indicates to please rise either in body or spirit 
Bold text indicates unison response 

 

Gathering Music                 Judy Smith 
 

Welcome, Concerns & Announcements 
 

Opening Sentences 
 

We are ambassadors for Christ. 
God has entrusted to us the message of reconciliation. 
We gather as God’s beloved family to worship God  
and offer our praise. 
Let us join our hearts in song and in prayer. 
 

*Hymn #356             “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”          
 

Call to Confession                                                                        
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                          

Holy God, we confess that we keep silent when we  
should speak. We see iniquity and the injustices of the  
world, yet are content not to call them out. 
We withhold kind words, yet are quick to speak in judgment. 
Forgive us, O God. Direct the way we should go 
and help us to use our voices to spread your grace and truth. 
Time for silent prayer and reflection. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                       
Happy are those whose sin is forgiven. 
Be glad and rejoice, for in Christ, we are a new creation. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

*Response #304                   “Jesus Loves Me!”                                                            
Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so;  
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.  
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.  



 

 

The Lenten Wreath Litany 
We are surely a blessed people 
for God forgives us of our sins! 
As they are wiped away, God’s kindness shields us. 
All of us who trust God are shielded. 

 

Extinguishing the Fourth Candle 
 

The Word is Read and Proclaimed 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                               
O Lord of light and salvation, let these words of Scripture 
live not only in our mouths, but in our hearts, that we will 
embody your truth and confess with our lives that Jesus is Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Scripture Reading          Joshua 5:9-12 (Pg. 230) 
9 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace 
of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10 While the Israelites 
were camped in Gilgal they kept the Passover in the evening on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11 On the day after the 
Passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened 
cakes and parched grain. 12 The manna ceased on the day they ate the 
produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the 
crops of the land of Canaan that year. 
 

Special Music                                Judy Smith 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                   Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32  

The parable of the Prodigal Son; he was lost and has been found, a 
contemporary reading. 
 

     There was a man who had two children, the eldest was a girl, the 
youngest a boy. The man owned a car dealership in Lawrenceburg, Indiana 
and was out on the lot one day when his young son came to him and said, 
"Dad, I want a new Mercedes convertible and my share of the family fortune 



 

 

and I'll get out of your hair. I'm going off to conquer the world! You'll never 
hear from me again!" 
     So the father regretfully divided up the money and got his young son a 
Mercedes convertible and waved goodbye. A few days later the young son 
found himself at a blackjack table in Las Vegas, Sin City. It didn't take long 
for the young son to lose everything — all the money, the car, everything 
was gone. 
     And with nothing left, and after having been kicked out of a comped 
room at the casino, the young son found himself alone, completely and 
utterly alone. With nowhere to go and no money left, the young son was 
forced to hire himself out as a pool boy to Celine Dion. It proved to be a 
horrible existence. 
     But then one day the young son came to his senses. He looked around at 
what had become of his life and proclaimed out loud, "How many of my 
Dad's employees have it better than this! Here I am with nothing, barely 
existing as a pool boy, and I can't get that Titanic song out my head! I know 
what I'll do. I'll go to my Dad and say to him, ‘Dad, I really messed up. I 
mean, I really, really messed up. I...well... I...I sinned. I sinned against you 
and I sinned against God. I squandered everything, it's all gone, so I don't 
even have a peace offering to lay before you. But maybe, just maybe, you'll 
consider taking me back as one of your employees?" 
      So the young son set off for home. When his Dad saw him coming down 
Eades Parkway, he jumped for joy and ran out into busy traffic and put his 
arms around his son and gave him...a nuggie. Then the young son said to 
him, "Dad, really blew it, I messed up big time. I'm a loser. I sinned against 
you and God. I lost everything. Can I have a job?" 
     But his Dad said, "Nonsense!" And then his Dad proceeded to tell one of 
his employees, "Run to the mall, Brooks Brothers, and get the best suit and 
shoes they have; and get him an I-Phone, the newest version available. And 
then call the caterer because we're going to have a party, for my young son 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!" And then the party 
began. 
     But the elder daughter was in the lot selling cars when suddenly she 
heard that Titanic song blaring over the loudspeakers and lots of laughing 



 

 

coming from the showroom. So the elder daughter called one of the 
employees and asked what was going on. She was told that her loser brother 
had returned and their Dad was throwing a party for him.   
     Well that made her mad, really mad. So mad that she locked herself in a 
minivan and refused to come out. Her Dad came out and pleaded with her to 
come join the party, but she refused. Eventually she rolled down the window 
and said to her Dad, "Listen, I've been working myself to the bone all these 
years! You never threw a party for me and my friends! You never called the 
caterer for me! I've done everything you've told me to do and then some! 
You'd think I would be the one you were proud of and grateful for, not 
‘Doofus' over there! He comes home after carousing with prostitutes and 
losing everything and you treat him like he's something special! What about 
me? Remember me? I'm the faithful one! Where's the justice? Have I been 
good all these years for nothing? I want to belong too! I want to be loved too! 
Will somebody please tell me how to earn your love?" 
     Then her Dad said to her, "Daughter, you are always with me. Everything 
I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and throw a party, because your 
brother was...your brother was Celine Dion's pool boy! And now he's back 
with us; he was dead and now he's alive; he was lost and now he's found." 
 

Response:    This is the Word of faith 

   that we proclaim. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 

Meditation                                
 

Response to the Word 
 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Adapted from the Confession of Belhar) 

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest 
in the church as the community of believers who have been 
reconciled with God and with one another. We believe that unity 
is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus 
Christ. We believe that, through the working of God’s Spirit, it is 
a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be 



 

 

earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God 
must continually be built up to attain. 

 

*Hymn #280                               “Amazing Grace”        
 

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
Offering to God our Gifts 

 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory                                                                                Judy Smith                                 

*Doxology #592 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

*Offertory Prayer                                                                 
 

Charge & Blessing                                                          
 

 

*Hymn #347                      “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”                                      
 

*Postlude                                                                                          Judy Smith                                                    

 
Beecher Life March 27, 2022 
 

Prayer for today: 
Gracious God, seeker of the lost: draw your children back to your loving 
embrace, restore us to our inheritance as daughters and sons, and reconcile 
our hearts to you, that we may become ambassadors of your reconciling love 
to all the world. Through Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit we pray. 
Amen. 
 

April Birthdays & Anniversaries:   1st Donna Marple, 11th  
Rhianna Wessels, 21st Margo Northcutt, 28th Matthew Zinser 
 

Upcoming Events: 

April 7 –   Palm Sunday  
April 14 –  Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 PM here at Beecher 
April 17 –  Easter, Christ is risen! Join us for an Easter breakfast & then stay  
                  for worship. breakfast starts at 9:30 AM, worship at 10:30 AM 



 

 

April 24 – Dora Ernst Memorial Pancake Breakfast/brunch,  
                  Hopewell PC 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

Prayer List  
Please pray for: the leaders of our nation, the churches of our presbytery, 
Ukraine, Joe, Melissa Eckerle, Marge Stoll, the Menefee family, Roy Heitman, 
Jerry Henry, Mike & Hila Illing, the Stryker’s, Margie Oelker, Bob Oelker, 
Alicia Smith, Daphne House, Hailey Smith, Ry Wessels, Rick Lowes, Jackie 
Rhodes, the Clearinghouse, Glen Wiesmann, Roberta Pavey, Phillip Smith, 
Steve Wessels, Terry Wilson, Deborah McLaughlin, Jim Thompson, Beecher 
Presbyterian Church, Jeri Smith.  
  

Minute for Mission: One Great Hour of Sharing 

     What if these were the days when Jesus was living with us? What if this 
were the moment God chose to connect? 
    Where would we find Jesus? Here, in our congregation? Look around. Or 
in our neighborhoods? Perhaps Jesus would be among people classified as 
“essential,” who might struggle to feed their own families, while ensuring 
food makes it to others’ tables. Perhaps Jesus would be working in a 
neighborhood, mostly ignored by governments and industry, except when 
there are resources to be exploited or removed. Perhaps Jesus lives in any of 
the places, so impoverished in a world of plenty, that help and hope seem 
like illusions. Or perhaps locked away, drowned out or disregarded so far 
from us that we never even know our Savior’s name. 
What if this is the time? What if this is the place? 
     Our faith proclaims that God connects in each of those places, and in 
each person bearing God’s image. Our faith proclaims that God is among us, 
and that Jesus can be found among those most precious to God, those 
neighbors experiencing hunger, oppression or lack, even now, even among 
us. 
     One Great Hour of Sharing connects us with people coming together to 
respond to the needs in their neighborhoods. It is the largest way 
Presbyterians connect with one another and unite with congregations in 
every corner of the Church and with partners all over the world. We connect 



 

 

in order to grow, together, while offering support that addresses shared 
needs in a particular context. 
     With God and with one another, we connect the story of Jesus who lived, 
healed and preached among those who had least during his earthly ministry, 
through ministries that seek healing and wholeness in our world today. One 
Great Hour of Sharing connects us to proclaim that Christ is here! God is 
with us! Jesus is among those who have least, those who hunger and thirst, 
those who are sick or alone; with those seeking justice and righteousness 
with their neighbors and all who are in need. 
Christ is here, and not here, alone. When we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 
Let us pray: 
     Connect us with our need. Connect us with our offerings. Connect us 
through the gift of your love, and your love for all you have created. Amen. 
   
Questions for Reflection 
In what ways am I like the Prodigal Son? In what ways am I like the elder 
son? 
 

Thought Provoker 
A cold, self-righteous prig who goes regularly to Church,  

may be far nearer to hell than a prostitute.   
But, of course, it is better to be neither. 

 

C.S. Lewis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit Beecher’s Website: Beecherpcusa.org 
Email: BeecherPCUSA@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/beecherpresbyterianchurch  
 

Pastor - Bob Northcutt cell: (804) 338-1261              Treasurer - Arlene Chittenden   

Clerk/Financial Secretary - Melissa Eckerle            Organists - Judy Smith  

 


