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Second Sunday in Lent 
 

 
 

Christ and the Pharisees  
Hans Schäufelein  

Das Penarium Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY 



 

 

*Indicates to please rise either in body or spirit 
Bold text indicates unison response 

 

Gathering Music                           Judy Smith 
 

Welcome, Concerns & Announcements 
 

Opening Sentences 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
Whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
Of whom shall I be afraid? 
Come, seek God in this time of worship. 
 

*Hymn #383                     “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”          
 

Call to Confession                                                                        
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                          

Loving God, 
you have formed a covenant with us, 
committing yourself to us 
and inviting us to walk with you. 
Yet we have resisted,  
seeking other companions, 
going in different ways, 
thinking that we know best. 
Now we find ourselves far from life, 
further still from you. 
Have mercy on our waywardness. 
Help us find our way back. 
Give us faith so that we can hold the hand 
you have extended to us in Jesus Christ. 
Time for silent prayer and reflection. Amen. 
 

 
 



 

 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                       
From generation to generation, God’s love overcomes human 
sinfulness. God is committed to fresh starts and new creations.  
This is good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 

*Response #304                       “Jesus Loves Me!”                                                            

Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so;  
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.  
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.  
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, As He loved so long ago,  
Taking children on His knee, Saying, “Let them come to Me.” 
 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.  

 

The Lenten Wreath Litany 
Let us speak with confidence: 
We will see God’s goodness all around us. 
We need to wait on God – to discover what God wants us to do. 
As we wait, our confidence will be strong and we will trust God. 

 

Extinguishing the Second Candle 
 

The Word is Read and Proclaimed 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                               
Merciful God, help us to seek you and the message you intend 
for us in your Word read and proclaimed today. Amen. 
 

First Scripture Reading                    Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18 (Pg. 14) 
15 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do 

not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very  

great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue 

childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of  Damascus?” 3 And Abram  

said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to 



 

 

be my heir.” 4 But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be 

your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought 

him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are 

able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants  

be.” 6 And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as 

righteousness. 
7 Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the 

Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how 

am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer 

three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a 

turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 He brought him all these and cut them in 

two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in 

two. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove 

them away. 12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and 

a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him….  
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a 

flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a 

covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from 

the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” 
 

Special Music                                Judy Smith 
 

Gospel Reading                                                           Luke 13:31–35 (Pg. 1120) 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from 
here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox 
for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and 
tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, 
and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet 
to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 
the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to 
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you 



 

 

will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
 

Response:     We proclaim Christ crucified-  
                          The wisdom and power of God. 
                           Thanks be to God. 
 

Meditation   

Response to the Word 
 

 

Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith) 
We trust in God, 
   whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 
In sovereign love God created the world good 
   and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
      male and female, of every race and people, 
         to live as one community. 
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 
   Ignoring God’s commandments, 
      we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
         accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, 
   and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 
We deserve God’s condemnation. 
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 
   In everlasting love, 
      the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 
         to bless all families of the earth. 
Hearing their cry, 
   God delivered the children of Israel 
      from the house of bondage. 
Loving us still, 
   God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
   like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 
      God is faithful still. 



 

 

*Hymn #84                       “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”        
 

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering to God our Gifts 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory                                                                                Judy Smith                                 

*Doxology #592    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

*Offertory Prayer                                                                 
 

Charge & Blessing                                                          
 

 

*Hymn #438                                     “Blest Be the Tie”                                      
 

*Postlude                                                                                          Judy Smith                                                    
 

 
Beecher Life March 13, 2022 
 

Prayer for today: 
Loving God, you save all who seek refuge in you. Grant that we who know 
your salvation may walk always in your light, take courage in your 
faithfulness, and rejoice in your astounding goodness to us. Through Christ, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen. 
 

March Birthdays & Anniversaries:   7th Arlene Chittenden; 17th Austin 
Wessels; 19th Melissa Eckerle  
 

Upcoming Events: 

April 7 –   Palm Sunday  
April 14 –  Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 PM here at Beecher 
April 17 –  Easter, Christ is risen! Join us for an Easter breakfast & then stay 
                  for worship. Breakfast starts at 9:30 AM, worship at 10:30 AM 
April 24 – Dora Ernst Memorial Pancake Breakfast/brunch, Hopewell PC  
                  11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 



 

 

Prayer List  
Please pray for: the leaders of our nation, the churches of our presbytery, 
Ukraine, Joe, Melissa Eckerle, Marge Stoll, the Menefee family, Roy Heitman, 
Jerry Henry, Mike & Hila Illing, the Stryker’s, Margie Oelker, Alicia Smith, 
Daphne House, Hailey Smith, Ry Wessels, Rick Lowes, Jackie Rhodes, the 
Clearinghouse, Glen Wiesmann, Roberta Pavey, Phillip Smith, Steve 
Wessels, Terry Wilson, Deborah McLaughlin, Jim Thompson, Beecher 
Presbyterian Church, Jeri Smith.  
    

Minute for Mission: One Great Hour of Sharing 

BUILDING CONNECTIONS TO LAST … Advocating for Environmental 
Justice 
     What does July 16 mean to you? If you are part of the Navajo nation, or 
have connections near Church Rock, New Mexico, that date might stir a 
heartbreaking memory of a preventable disaster that continues to have 
disastrous impacts. 
     Over 40 years ago, the earthen dam of a nuclear waste disposal pond 
broke near Church Rock and dumped tons of solid, radioactive waste and 90 
million gallons of acidic and radioactive liquids into the Rio Puerco. The 
resulting contamination of the land, air and ground water affected nine 
Navajo municipalities. 
     The toxic and cumulative effects of this human-caused disaster have 
impacted the Navajo people for generations — especially in the form of such 
chronic health problems as asthma as well as a higher incidence of 
miscarriages, birth defects, and liver and pancreatic cancer. Each year, 
hundreds of Diné families and their allies come together near the tragic 
anniversary to pray, to heal and to act, together. 
     One Great Hour of Sharing connects us with these families through 
MASE, the Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment. MASE’s mission 
envisions respectful, peaceful communities cherishing a healthy 
environment. 
     I like to think that’s a lot like our Church’s mission, too. It is part of what 
led the Committee on the Self-Development of People to connect with 
MASE, reaching out “like the arms of the Church,” as the Rev. Dr. Alonzo 



 

 

Johnson with SDOP puts it, to address the systems and structures that 
perpetuate oppression, leading to poverty. 
     Susan Gordon, MASE’s coordinator, reminds us that “this is not short-
term work. This is decades. And generations. Taking the long view has not 
prevented progress; the community took a very strong stand opposing new 
uranium mines on Navajo Nation and were instrumental in getting Navajo 
Nation to pass two fundamental laws. One prohibits new uranium mining 
and another prohibits the transportation of radioactive materials across the 
nation.” 
     Uranium Legacy Action and Remembrance Day (July 16) connects the 
importance of lament, especially in the face of an intergenerational trauma, 
with the opportunity to educate and expose Navajo youth to the realities of 
environmental racism. 
     Today I am grateful for Diné neighbors, Gordon, and Johnson, for this 
church, and the Whole Church, together, for reminding us that this day and 
every day are part of the decades and generations where we seek change. 
     Our gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing connect us with people finding 
their voice and accessing their God-given power, and is the single, largest 
way that Presbyterians come together to work for a better world by 
advancing the causes of justice, resilience and sustainability. During Lent, 
we celebrate that 
     God connects with us through Jesus’ resurrection and connects us with 
those “who have the least” — that’s how Matthew 25 puts it — and that’s 
what One Great Hour of Sharing is all about. 
     Thank you for your generosity! For as we always say … when we all do a 
little, it adds up to a lot. 
Let us pray: 
Thank you, God for connecting us. Thank you for neighbors, each with 
needs and gifts to share, and for our church, the whole Church, together, 
and for Jesus Christ, Amen 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Questions for Reflection 
In Luke 13:35 Jesus says, “And I tell you, you will not see me until the time 
comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord.’” To what sort of “seeing” does Jesus refer? Is Jesus calling for more 
than a verbal declaration that he is the Messiah? How might I live so that I 
become a testimony that Jesus is truly the one who comes in the name of 
God? 
 

Thought Provoker 
A man came to Tertullian with a problem.  His problem was the difficulty of 
earning a living in a heathen world.  What if the mason was asked to build a 
heathen temple?  What if the tailor was asked to make clothes for a heathen 
priest?  What if the soldier must daily burn his pinch of incense on the altar 
of the camp?  The man finished up by saying:  "I must live."  And Tertullian 
answered him in one immortal question:  "Must you?" 
 

From William Barclay, Everyday with William Barclay 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit Beecher’s Website: Beecherpcusa.org 
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